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AMENDING THE NATIONAL DE-

FENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2010 

Mr. GOODWIN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 6102, which was received 
from the House and is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report. 
The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 6102) to amend the National 

Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year 
2010 to extend the authority of the Secretary 
of the Navy to enter into multiyear con-
tracts for F/A–18E, F/A–18F, and EA–18G air-
craft. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, the 
bill H.R. 6102 is an important bill. 
Based on authority provided in two 
acts, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2010 and the 
Department of Defense Appropriations 
Act for Fiscal Year 2010, the Navy and 
contractor team negotiated a 
multiyear contract for purchasing F/A– 
18E/F and E–18G aircraft. 

The Secretary of Defense approved 
the Navy’s request to sign such a con-
tract. The Secretary also provided the 
necessary certifications required by 
title 10, United States Code. The inde-
pendent cost estimators within the De-
partment of Defense, the office of Cost 
Analysis and Program Evaluation, or 
CAPE, agreed with the Navy’s estimate 
that the multiyear contract would save 
an estimated $590 million. Unfortu-
nately, the Navy and the contractor 
team were unable to conclude negotia-
tions by the deadlines set forth in the 
two acts authorizing and appropriating 
funds for the multiyear contract. 

We should not let these savings slip 
through our fingers just because the 
Navy and contractors were not as 
prompt as the Congress envisioned 
when we passed the two acts last year. 
This bill would allow the Navy and the 
taxpayer to achieve those savings by 
authorizing the Navy to sign a 
multiyear contract for the F/A–18E/F 
and E–18G program despite having 
missed those deadlines. 

I urge that the Senate pass this bill 
immediately. 

Mr. GOODWIN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
read the third time, passed, and the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table; that any statements relating 
thereto be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 6102) was ordered to be 
read the third time, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

f 

THE AMERICAN LEGION DAY 

Mr. GOODWIN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 627, which was submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 627) designating Sep-

tember 16, 2010, as ‘‘The American Legion 
Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Ms. SNOWE. Madam President, I rise 
in support of legislation with Senator 
LINCOLN, Senator COLLINS, and Senator 
CHAMBLISS, which would officially rec-
ognize The American Legion and its 
vital role in communities across the 
Nation, by designating September 16, 
2010, as ‘‘The American Legion Day.’’ 

Nothing describes the role of The 
American Legion more beautifully 
than the preamble to its constitution 
which is recited by its members at the 
beginning of every official meeting. 
‘‘For God and Country, we associated 
ourselves together for the following 
purposes: to uphold and defend the 
Constitution of the United States of 
America; to maintain law and order; to 
foster and perpetuate a one hundred 
percent Americanism; to preserve the 
memories and incidents of our associa-
tions in the Great Wars; to inculcate a 
sense of individual obligation to the 
community, state and nation; to com-
bat the autocracy of both the classes 
and the masses; to make right the Mas-
ter of Might; to promote peace and 
good will on earth; to safeguard and 
transmit to posterity the principles of 
justice, freedom and democracy; and to 
consecrate and sanctify our comrade-
ship by our devotion to mutual helpful-
ness.’’ 

I think we all would agree that these 
are extremely lofty goals for any orga-
nization, but amazingly for over 90 
years The American Legion has worked 
towards these objectives—not for 
themselves, but for America. 

Most people are surprised to learn 
that The American Legion was actu-
ally founded in Paris, France. World 
War I veterans remembered the chal-
lenges facing wartime veterans from 
previous generations and vowed not to 
let their fellow comrades face the same 
hardships, especially those with serv-
ice-connected disabilities. They wanted 
employment opportunities for return-
ing combat veterans. They were con-
cerned about the survivors of combat 
veterans who had paid the ultimate 
sacrifice in service to their country. 
And most importantly, they wanted 
medical care provided to the wounded 
and ill returning service members. 

Now, as it did at its founding, The 
American Legion remains focused on 
supporting veterans, military service 
members, and their families. Since De-
cember 2008, The American Legion’s 
Operation Comfort Warriors has raised 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to buy 
merchandise for Wounded Warriors in 
military medical centers around the 
country. Through the ‘‘Heroes to 
Hometowns’’ program The American 
Legion helps local communities pre-
pare ‘‘welcome home’’ events when 

wounded warriors are finally released 
from military or veterans’ affairs med-
ical centers. Since the first gulf war, 
The American Legion has maintained 
its Family Support Network which as-
sists deployed service members and 
their families, especially members of 
the National Guard and Reserves. 
Some requests are for financial assist-
ance, but other requests are simply for 
household chores, such as lawn work or 
car maintenance, that would normally 
be done by the soldier, sailor, airmen, 
or marine, were they not deployed. No 
request is too large or too small. 

Many Legionnaires can be found in 
public schools on Veterans’ Day or Me-
morial Day talking about their mili-
tary service during periods of armed 
conflict to make sure the next genera-
tion of Americans understands the sac-
rifices and hardships of previous gen-
erations of wartime veterans. Legion-
naires also teach students about the 
proper display and care of the flag of 
the United States. 

The American Legion works closely 
with the American Red Cross—the 
largest organization of blood donors 
and a working partner in disaster as-
sistance. Many American Legion Posts 
serve as Red Cross and Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency work cen-
ters in areas hit by natural disasters. 
Members of more than 14,000 American 
Legion Posts donate nearly 100,000 
pints of blood to the American Red 
Cross each year. 

The American Legion is also proud of 
its membership’s spirit of vol-
unteerism. Each year, Legionnaires 
volunteer about 1 million hours of serv-
ices in VA and military medical facili-
ties, State veterans’ homes, and other 
such community volunteer opportuni-
ties. 

And one of the most solemn of func-
tions performed by The American Le-
gion is providing burial details for fall-
en comrades of every generation. The 
American Legion Color Guards, Bu-
glers and Rifle Squads perform thou-
sands of burials in veterans’ and pri-
vate cemeteries around the Nation. 

As all of us in this Chamber know, 
The American Legion remains today an 
active and vigorous advocate for serv-
ice members, veterans, and their fami-
lies here on Capitol Hill. Among its 
greatest legislative achievements was 
the enactment of the Servicemen’s Re-
adjustment Act of 1944, the GI Bill of 
Rights. The initial draft of the GI Bill 
was written by Legionnaires at the 
Mayflower Hotel here in Washington, 
DC. Many consider the GI bill to be one 
of the greatest pieces of legislation 
ever enacted. 

Congress presented The American Le-
gion its Federal charter on September 
16, 1919. Therefore, I think it only fit-
ting that we proclaim September 16, 
2010, ‘‘The American Legion Day.’’ I 
sincerely hope that my colleagues will 
join me in supporting this well-earned 
measure, demonstrating our respect 
and esteem for this outstanding organi-
zation. 
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